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On the occasion of Shiksha Mandal Centenary (L-R) Shri. Madhur Bajaj, Justice Chandrashekhar Dharmadhikari, Shri. Nitin Gadkari, i
# Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Shri. C. Vidyasagar Rao, Govemor of Maharashtra, Shri. Pranab Mukherjee, :

. President of India, Shri. Devendra Fadnavis, Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri. Rahul Bajaj, President, Shiksha Mandal. and
Shri. Narayandas Jajoo were present.
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Shiksha Mandal : Yesterday, Today And Tomorrow

Speech of Shri Rahul Bajaj, President, Shiksha Mandal at
the Centenary Function of Shiksha Mandal
on November 26, 2014 at Wardha

Respected Shri Pranab Mukherjee, President of India, Shri C.
Vidyasagar Rao, Governor, Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis,
Chief Minister, Maharashtra and our very own Shri Nitin Gadkari,
Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways.

At the outset may I convey a very warm welcome to Wardha
and our gratitude for all of you being here today. It is a rare event
indeed to have so many luminaries together in Wardha. It has
certainly not happened for a decade, if not more.

I assure you that the institution, whose centenary we have all
gathered together to celebrate, deserves this indulgence.

It was founded a century ago because its founders correctly
saw education as the root of all national development. It has always
tried to be true to its mandate and always will try to remain so.

While it is a private institution, its purpose is only public. It
combines the best of both these worlds. The sense of purpose, ac-
countability and constant development of the private sector and the
inclusiveness of the public. Income of the parent does not deter-
mine access to it, only the merit of the student.

In a situation wherein publicly funded institutions, especially
at the state level, have become synonymous with poor quality
Shiksha Mandal is living proof that high quality can be delivered
by such institutions, through committed teachers and managements.

This is important. Because edudation is the key route to so-
cial mobility. The poor know it. And are willing to spend beyound
their means to ensure the best education for their children.

It is as important for the well off sections to remain connected
to their society, and not run away from it.
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Shiksha Mandal is playing its role on both fronts.

It gives me great pleasure that both Shri Gél:k'ari and Shri
Fadnavis have a Shiksha Mandal connectllon. . er Gadkar; it
an alumnus of our G.S. Commerce .Col eﬁi, h.agpm as i
Shri Fadnavis's wife. With a son and son-m-lafw ike tl 1S, we shoulq
be doing something right ! Our roll call of eminent alumni is 4 |0ng
one.

Shiksha Mandal has a glorious past but what matters is its ,_

ture. We are working to make its next century better than its first

Tall order. But we deserve the past only if we make the future be
ter than it.

We have set ourselves the following 5 objectives.

I. 100% of our intake capacity should be filled. We should
have a waiting list of students.

2. 100% of our students should pass
3. 100% of our students should pass with a first class
4.100% of our students should have character and

5. 100% of our students should get jobs

On the qualitative side

institution, a social probl
institution,

We want to be a knowledge creating

em solving institution, a teacher's
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Where the mind is without fear

Where the mind 1s without fear

And the head is held high;

Where knowledge is free

Whete the world has not been broken up
into fragments by narrow domestic wars;
Where words come out

from the depth of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches

its arms towards perfection;

where the clear stream of reason

has not lost its way into

the dreary desert sand of dead habit;
where the mind is led forward

by thee into ever —widening

thought and action-

Into that heaven of freedom,

my Father, let my country awake.

- Rabindranath Tagore
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If...

[f you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

[f you can trust yourself when all men doubt you
But make allowance for their doubting too:
[f'you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or, being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or being hated don’t give way to hating,

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise;

[f you can dream—
and not make dreams your master:
[f you can think—

and not make thoughts your aim,
[f you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

[f you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken.
And stoop and build’em up with worn-out tools:

[f you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings,
And never breathe a word about your loss:

[f you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which saya to them: “Hold on !
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[f you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings — nor lose the common touch.
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

If all men count with you, but none too much:

[f you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,
And—which is more —you’ll be a Man, my son!

- Rudyard Kipling

Education

[ do not want my house to be walled in on all
sides and my windows to be stuffed. | want the cultures
of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as
possible. But I refuse to be blown off my feet by any. I
would have our young men and women with literary
tastes to learn as much of English and other world
languages as they like, and then expect them to give the
benefits of their learning to India to the world as a Bose,
a Roy or the poet himself, But I would not have a single
Indian to forget, neglect or be ashamed of his mother
tongue, or to feel that he or she cannot think or express
the best thoughts in his or her own vernacular. Mine 1S
not a religion of the prison- house.

Letter to Ravindranath Tagore by M.K.Gandhi
(Young India 01/06/21,170)
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A psalm of life

Tell me not, in mournful numbers,
Life is but an empty dream’

For the soul is dead that slumbers,
And things are not what they seem.

Life is real ! Life is earnest!
And the grave is not its goal;
Dust thou art, to dust returnest,
Was not spoken of the soul.

Not enjoyment, and not sorrow,
Is our destined end or way;
But to act, that each to-morrow
Find us farther than to-day.

Art is long, and Time is fleeting,

And our hearts, though stout and brave
Still, like muffled drums, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave,

b

[n the world’s broad field of battle,
[n the bivouac of life,

Be not like dumb, driven cattle!

Be a hero in the strife!
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Trust no future, howe’er pleasant
[ et the dead Past bury its dead!
Act.— act in the living present!
Heart within, and God o’erhead!

Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time;

Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.

Let us . then, be up and doing
With a heart for any fate;

Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait.

- H.W. Longfellow
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The Paradox of our times

[s that we have taller buildings, but shorter tempers
Wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints

We spend mofe, but we have less

We have bigger houses, but smaller families
More conveniences, but less time

We have more degrees, but less sense

More knowledge, but less judgement

More experts , but more problems

More medicines , but less wellness

We have multiplied our possessions,

but reduced our values

We talk too much, love too seldom,

and hate too often

We have learnt how to make a living ,

but not a life

We have added years to life, but not life to years
We’ve been all the way to the moon and back
But have trouble crossing the street

to meet the new neighbour

We have conquered outer space,

but not inner space
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We have cleaned up the air, but polluted our soy|
We've split the atom, but not our prejudice

We've higher incomes, but lower morals

We've become long on quantity

but short on quality

These are the times of tall men, and short character
Steep profits, and shallow relationships

These are the times of world peace,

but domestic warfare

More leisure, but less fun; more kinds of food, but less
nutrition

These are the days of two incomes,

but more divorces

Of fancier houses, but broken homes

[t is a time when there is much in the show window
And nothing in the stockroom

A time when technology can bring this letter to you

And a time when you can choose

Either to make a difference or just hit, delete.

- Dalai Lama
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The Heart of the Tree

What does he plant who plants a tree ?
He plants a friend of sun and sky;

He plants a flag of breezes free;

The shaft of beauty, towering high.

He plants a home to heaven a nigh

For song and mother-croon of bird

In hushed and happy twilight heard—
The treble of heaven’s harmony—
These things he plants who plants a tree.

What does he plant who plants a tree?
He plants cool shade and tender rain,
And seed and bud of days to be,

And years that fade and flush again;

He plants the glory of the plain;

He plants the forest’s heritage;

The harvest of the coming age;

The joy that unborn eyes shall see—
These things he plants who plants a tree.

What does he plant who plants a tree?
He plants, in sap and leaf and wood,
In love of home and loyalty

And far cast thought of civic good
His blessing on the neighbourhood
Who in the hollow of His hand

Holds all the growth of all our land—
A nation’s growth from sea to sea
Stirs in his heart who plants a tree.

- H.C.Bunner
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Prayer for a willingness
to serve others

[Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love:
Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is discord, union

Where there 1s doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there 1s darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy;

Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console;:

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
It is pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen !

- St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)




We shall overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome some day,

O! deep in my heart, do believe that
We shall overcome some day.

We'll walk hand in hand
We’ll walk hand in hand
We’ll walk hand in handsome day,

O! deep in my heart, I do believe that
We shall overcome some day.

We shall live in peace

We shall live in peace

We shall live in peace some day

O! deep in my heart, I do believe that
We shall over come some day.

The truth will make us free

The truth will make us free

The truth will make us free some day,

O! deep in my heart I do believe that
We shall over come some day.

We are not afraid
We are not afraid
We are not afraid, today

Ol deep in my heart | [ do believe that
We shall overcome some day.

- Charles Albert Tindley, 1901
African Methodist Episcopal Church Minister
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The Quest for Reality

Everyone seeks joy in this world,

And on account of the hope comes fire.

The old and the young are gold-seekers,

And They know not the difference,

the gold from the tin,

For the common of heart cannot see so well,
The good form the bad, the cheap form the pure.
If you have your own touchstone,

then all will be well,

But those who have none should seek one who does,
Seek one who knows the difference,

All others will llead you astray.

Don't follow the cry of riches to be,

Don't trek to the spot where the promise is made,
For there all you'll find

are the wolves and the lions,

And the day will be spent,

Life lost, and the road far off.

Find the Work of your life, and the Worker too,
For both exist as one- this is you.

Discover vocation, creation,

and joy will come like clairvoyance,

Where blindness is gone before.

- Mawlana Jalalad-Din Muhammad Rumi
13* Century Sufi Poet
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